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WHEN I think of legendary 
battle MCs, names like Super-
natural and J.U.I.C.E. come to 
mind.  It’s easy to forget that 
Eminem, Big L, and even a 
certain Notorious rapper from 
Brooklyn first made major noise 
on the freestyle battle circuit.  Al-
though, the latter MCs’ respec-
tive catalogues have helped to 
cement their status as true artists 
and prolific lyricists, they are in 
general an exception, as most 
people would be hard pressed 
to name a song by the former.  
It is with that understanding that 
I can appreciate why Philadel-
phia MC iCON the Mic King 
doesn’t want to be labeled as a 
battle rapper.  “I haven’t battled 
in four years, but people still use 
that as a way to define me,” re-
lates iCON.

If you are familiar with the Mic 
King, it is most likely due to his 
time spent on the freestyle battle 
circuit, where he has won more 
than a few competitions.  May-
be you’ve seen stories on the 

internet about iCON touring the 
country on a fake Greyhound 
ticket, or maybe you’ve just seen 
him serve someone at a battle, 
but otherwise iCON’s discogra-
phy is pretty light.  I was fortu-
nate enough to meet him before 
his performance opening for the 
Souls of Mischief in Brooklyn 
and had a chance to discuss 
his battling past and his new 
record.

The art of song craft is what 
usually separates the MCs 
who are great at freestyle from 
those who are great at written 
rhymes.  “They are two different 
things, but at the same time, I 
didn’t start out as a battle rap-
per.  I always made music, and 
after that I became a battle rap-
per,” explains iCON. “It’s more 
of a balance of making a good 
song and really great lyrics.”    
In today’s crowded market 
of rappers both underground 
and mainstream, lyricism is not 
generally considered important 
these days.  “I think the artistry 
is gone,” details iCON, “but 
these things go in cycles…we’re 
going to have a lot of guys that 
are lyrically adept come on the 
scene.”

It’s the lyrics that set iCON 
apart.  His songs are exactly 

that, songs.  They relate per-
sonal experience with thought 
provoking intelligence, like the 
Wu-affiliate Blue Raspberry-as-
sisted “Poverty” off of his new 
LP.  The Mike & the Fatman LP 
teams up iCON with Connecti-
cut producer Chum the Skrilla 
Guerrilla, who handles produc-
tion on ten of the twelve album 
tracks.  The album is loosely 
arranged around a buddy 
cop theme, with a few songs 
and a couple of skits tying the 
concept together thematically.  
“I’ve known Chum for like four 
years, from Braggin Rights and 
Wetlands and the Battle scene,” 
and while iCON was visiting 
his mother in CT, “I hit Chum up 
online one day and said ‘let’s 
do a record.’”  What started out 
as a 12” single quickly became 
an LP of lyrically ill hip-hop that 
is both refreshing and animated 
and far from offerings of your 
typical battle MC. AR
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